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The National Congress of American Indians 
Resolution #FTL-04-030 

 
TITLE: Support for Increased Federal Funding for Crime Prevention, Tribal 

Law Enforcement, Tribal Courts and Tribal Detention Centers and 
Treatment of Those Committing Crimes Involving Substance Abuse 

 
WHEREAS, we, the members of the National Congress of American Indians 

of the United States, invoking the divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and 
purposes, in order to preserve for ourselves and our descendants the inherent 
sovereign rights of our Indian nations, rights secured under Indian treaties and 
agreements with the United States, and all other rights and benefits to which we are 
entitled under the laws and Constitution of the United States, to enlighten the public 
toward a better understanding of the Indian people and their way of life, to preserve 
Indian cultural values, and otherwise promote the health, safety and welfare of the 
Indian people, do hereby establish and submit the following resolution; and 
 

WHEREAS, the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) was 
established in 1944 and is the oldest and largest national organization of American 
Indian and Alaska Native tribal governments; and 
 

WHEREAS,  for all of the Tribal Nations, the ability to have an orderly 
society is dependent on effective law enforcement, whether through traditional means 
or by using modern law enforcement techniques; and 

 
WHEREAS, prevention of criminal activity has been shown to be most 

effective when effective law enforcement is present in a society, including having a 
system that treats all people who are affected by it fairly and consistently; and  

 
WHEREAS, federal funding for effective law enforcement on the 

reservations, including funding for police officers, equipment, tribal detention centers 
for youth and adults, tribal courts, treatment for those committing crimes involving 
substance abuse, and programs for prevention of crime is not nearly sufficient to meet 
the needs on the Indian reservations where distances are large and tribal populations 
are growing rapidly in many instances; and 

 
WHEREAS, because Tribal communities are most often rural, and at long 

distances from urban areas, certain drug activity has been centered in these 
communities, such as manufacture and use of methamphetamines, as has been 
documented by Federal, state and tribal law enforcement personnel, but despite the 
increase in drug activity, there has not been a corresponding increase in officers based 
on the reservation, whether Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) officers or 
otherwise, trained to investigate and prosecute criminal drug activity; and 

 
 
 



NCAI 2004 Annual Session                                                                                     Resolution FTL-04-030 

 
Page 2 of 3 

WHEREAS, in particular, the Federal Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) 
program has provided critical funds for Tribal police on the reservations, but the program has 
either expired or will be expiring within the next two years or earlier in some cases and there are 
no replacement funds available for funding the police officers under this program; and 

 
WHEREAS, possible cuts in funding mean, for example, possibly reducing to 1 or 2 the 

number of police on patrol during the night shift in a community with 10,000 people (the Turtle 
Mountain Band of Chippewa) or on a reservation that is as larger than the State of Rhode Island 
(Standing Rock Sioux Tribe and the Three Affiliated Tribes), and dramatically affect the ability 
of police to respond to emergencies or criminal activity on all reservations; and 

 
WHEREAS, a reduction in law enforcement personnel makes it difficult for Tribal 

governments to continue to protect their citizens and makes everything from education to 
economic development more difficult; and 

 
WHEREAS, given the large populations and vast distances that Tribal police officers 

must serve, new technologies exist that should be made available to Tribal law enforcement 
personnel through Federal funding, such as allowing Tribal police officers to be dispatched 
through a satellite based system where Tribal citizens call a toll- free number; and 

 
WHEREAS, other problems that have been well documented recently include lack of 

adequate Tribal detention facilities for juveniles and adults, lack of adequate funding for such 
things as prosecutors, defense counsel, probation officers and other court personnel within the 
Tribal court system, lack of sufficient funds for treatment programs for those who have been 
charged with crimes involving substance abuse and lack of funds for crime prevention programs, 
such as school programs; and  

 
WHEREAS, the NCAI believes that law enforcement related activities should be 

prioritized for funding within the Federal budget and that funds for such programs as COPS 
should be retained. 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the NCAI does hereby urge Congress 

and the President to ensure that federal and tribal law enforcement activities on Indian 
reservations are not curtailed as COPS funding expires, and that funding in future fiscal years for 
all aspects of law enforcement, including police officers, tribal courts, tribal detention centers, 
treatment of those convicted of crimes involving substance abuse, access programs such as 800 
numbers for dispatch centers, officers trained to handle increased drug activities, and crime 
prevention programs should be provided directly to tribes from appropriate federal agencies so as 
reduce criminal activity on Indian reservations. 
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CERTIFICATION 
 
The foregoing resolution was adopted at the 61st Annual Session of the National Congress of 
American Indians, held at the Greater Fort Lauderdale/Broward County Convention Center, Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida on October 10-15, 2004 with a quorum present. 
 
 

_______________________________  
President 

ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________________  
Recording Secretary 

 
Adopted by the General Assembly during the 2004 Annual Session of the National Congress of 
American Indians, held from October 10th to the 15th at the Greater Fort Lauderdale/Broward 
County Convention Center, in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.   
 


