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The National Congress of American Indians 

Resolution #DEN-07-051 
 

TITLE: Support for Dental Health Needs of Indian Country 

 

WHEREAS, we, the members of the National Congress of American Indians 

of the United States, invoking the divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and 

purposes, in order to preserve for ourselves and our descendants the inherent 

sovereign rights of our Indian nations, rights secured under Indian treaties and 

agreements with the United States, and all other rights and benefits to which we are 

entitled under the laws and Constitution of the United States, to enlighten the public 

toward a better understanding of the Indian people, to preserve Indian cultural values, 

and otherwise promote the health, safety and welfare of the Indian people, do hereby 

establish and submit the following resolution; and 

 

WHEREAS, the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) was 

established in 1944 and is the oldest and largest national organization of American 

Indian and Alaska Native tribal governments; and   

 

WHERAS, the American Indian and Alaska Natives (AI/AN) have the highest 

tooth decay rate of any population in the United States; in which 79% of AI/AN 

children aged 2-5 years having tooth decay, with 60% of these children having severe 

early childhood caries (baby bottle tooth decay); 87% of these children, aged 6-14 

years, have a history of decay—twice the rate of dental caries experienced by the 

general population, and 91% of AI/AN young people, aged 15-19 years have caries; 

and   

 

WHEREAS, this prevalence of caries infection exists in spite of the 

implementation of significant dental decay prevention programs by the Indian Health 

Service (IHS) and tribes, including fluoridation of water systems suitable for 

fluoridation, the use of topical fluorides and dental sealants, and education programs 

on oral health for children and parents; and  

 

WHEREAS, the lack of access to professional dental care is a significant 

contributor to the disparities in oral health that exist in the AI/AN population; and  

 

WHEREAS, there is 1 dentist for every 2,800 individuals in the IHS and tribal 

health clinics, compared with 1 dentist for every 1,500 individuals in the general 

population; and  

 

WHEREAS, despite intense recruitment efforts and significant financial 

incentives, the IHS and the tribes continue to experience great difficulty in attracting 

dentists with one-fourth of the dentist positions at 269 IHS and tribal health facilities 

were vacant in 2000 and in some IHS Service Areas, a turnover rate of approximately 

30%; and  
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WHEREAS, the dental health disparities for AI/AN children is a national epidemic that is 

a moral issue and social injustice that can only be addressed with a concentrated recruitment and 

deployment of dental health professionals to work in AI/AN communities and the development of 

practitioners that can effectively extend the ability of dentists to provide for children not receiving 

care and help to confront the significant oral health disparities existing in AI/AN children.   

  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the NCAI urge Congress to elevate the 

dental health needs of Indian Country and provide the necessary funding to address the dental 

health disparities in Indian Country; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the NCAI supports the use of other dental health 

professionals to address the dental health professional shortage that exists in Indian Country; and 

 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that this resolution shall be the policy of NCAI until it is 

withdrawn or modified by subsequent resolution.   

 

 

CERTIFICATION 

 

The foregoing resolution was adopted by the General Assembly at the 2007 Annual Session of the 

National Congress of American Indians, held at the Hyatt Regency Denver at the Colorado 

Convention Center in Denver, Colorado on November 11-16, 2007, with a quorum present. 
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