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The National Congress of American Indians 
Resolution #ABQ-03-045 

 
 
Title: Support for Alaska Tribal Sovereignty 
 

WHEREAS, we, the members of the National Congress of American Indians 
of the United States, invoking the divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and 
purposes, in order to preserve for ourselves and our descendants the inherent 
sovereign rights of our Indian nations, rights secured under Indian treaties and 
agreements with the United States, and all other rights and benefits to which we are 
entitled under the laws and Constitution of the United States, to enlighten the public 
toward a better understanding of the Indian people, to preserve Indian cultural values, 
and otherwise promote the health, safety and welfare of the Indian people, do hereby 
establish and submit the following resolution; and 
 

WHEREAS, the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) was 
established in 1944 and is the oldest and largest national organization of American 
Indian and Alaska Native tribal governments; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Alaska Legislature has for several years engaged in litigation 

against the Department of the Interior and Alaska Tribes to terminate the federally 
recognized tribal status of Alaska Tribes; and  
 

WHEREAS, pending the outcome of this litigation, Senator Stevens has 
commenced a new campaign to defund Alaska Native Tribes, including (1) a proposed 
rider in the FY2004 Justice Department appropriation taking away all tribal court and 
COPS funding from Alaska Tribes and transferring those funds to the State of Alaska, 
and (2) a proposed rider taking away from Alaska Native Tribes all housing funds 
presently administered by those Tribes under NAHASDA; and 

 
WHEREAS, the effect of these and similar measures, if enacted, would be to 

slowly cut off the ability of Alaska Native Tribes to function by denying them the 
ability to provide for the health, safety and welfare of their communities; and  

 
WHEREAS, Senator Stevens, in remarks to the press made October 2, 2003, 

made clear that his opposition to Alaskan tribes is not about funding or efficiency 
issues, but about terminating altogether the sovereignty of Alaska tribes, stating the 
following: 

 
The road they’re on now is the road to destruction of statehood 
because the Native population’s increasing at a much – much 
greater rate than the non-Native population.  I don’t know if you 
realize that.  And they want to have total jurisdiction over 
anything that happened in a village without regard to State law 
and without regard to federal law; and 
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WHEREAS, in his October 24, 2003 address to the annual Convention of the Alaska 
Federation of Natives Senator Stevens once again declared his opposition to tribal sovereignty in 
Alaska, and called for the formation of a “new form of government...as a political subdivision of 
[the State of] Alaska;” and 

 
WHEREAS, such a proposal amounts to nothing less than the termination of the existing 

sovereignty of Alaska Native tribes, and the total submission of all Alaska Native peoples to 
exclusive state law; and 

 
WHEREAS, earlier congressional experiments in the 1950s with terminating the 

federally recognized status of Native American tribes and forcing their assimilation under state 
law proved to be a disaster, compelling Congress decades later to restore the tribal status of 
terminated tribes; and 

 
WHEREAS, if Senator Stevens’ proposals become policy, such action would deteriorate 

the sovereign rights of all tribes, would denigrate the fundamental importance of federal 
recognition, and set a dangerous precedent that would reflect a new congressional policy of 
acquiescing to the whims of congressional members who favor the termination of federally 
recognized tribes. 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the NCAI does hereby support: (1) 

condemn any initiative to terminate the federally recognized tribal status of Alaska Native 
villages, (2) call upon all members of Congress to actively oppose any initiative to terminate the 
federally recognized tribal status of Alaska Native villages, (3) condemn all riders that would take 
funding away from Alaska Native tribes, (4) call upon all members of Congress to actively 
oppose such riders, (5) call upon the Department of the Interior and the Department of Justice to 
continue their active defense of the federally recognized tribal status of Alaska Native villages, 
and (6) support the development of a constructive dialogue within the Alaska Native community 
and the Alaska Congressional delegation that maximizes the delivery of governmental services to 
Alaska Native people consistent with the principles of tribal self-determination for all Alaska 
Native villages; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall be the policy of NCAI until it 

is withdrawn or modified by subsequent resolution. 
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CERTIFICATION 
 
 
The foregoing resolution was adopted at the 60th Annual Session of the National Congress of 
American Indians, held at the Albuquerque Convention Center, Albuquerque, New Mexico, on 
November 21, 2003 with a quorum present. 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
President 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________ 
Recording Secretary 
 
Adopted by the General Assembly during 60th Annual Session of the National Congress of 
American Indians, held in Albuquerque, New Mexico, from November 17-21, 2003. 

 


