
EXECUT IVE  COMMITT EE 
 

PRESIDENT 
Jefferson Keel 
Chickasaw Nation 
 

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 
Juana Majel Dixon 
Pauma Band – Mission Indians  
 

RECORDING SECRETARY 
Matthew Wesaw 
Pokagon Band of Potawatomie 
 

TREASURER 
W. Ron Allen 
Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe 
 

REGIONAL VICE-PRES IDENT S 
 

ALASKA 
William Martin 
Central Council Tlingit & Haida 
 

EASTERN OKLAHOMA 
Cara Cowan Watts 
Cherokee Nation 
 

GREAT PLAINS 
Patricia "Patti" Douville 
Rosebud Sioux Tribe 
 

MIDWEST 
Marge Anderson 
Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe 
 

NORTHEAST 
Lance Gumbs 
Shinnecock Indian Nation 
 

NORTHWEST 
Brian Cladoosby 
Swinomish Tribal Community 
 

PACIFIC 
Don Arnold 
Scotts Valley Band of Pomo Indians 
 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
Scott Russell 
Crow Tribe 
 

SOUTHEAST 
Larry Townsend 
Lumbee Tribe 
 

SOUTHERN PLAINS 
Robert Tippeconnic 
Comanche Nation 
 

SOUTHWEST 
Joe Garcia 
Ohkay Owingeh 
 

WESTERN 
Irene Cuch 
Ute Indian Tribe 
 
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Jacqueline Johnson Pata 
Tlingit 
 
 

NCAI HEADQUARTERS 
1516 P Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC  20005 
202.466.7767 
202.466.7797 fax 
w w w . n c a i . o r g  

N A T I O N A L   C O N G R E S S   O F   A M E R I C A N   I N D I A N S 
 

 

The National Congress of American Indians 
Resolution #ABQ-10-032 

 
TITLE: Support for Human Rights Mechanisms that Promote and Protect the 

Human Rights of Indigenous Peoples  
 

WHEREAS, we, the members of the National Congress of American Indians 
of the United States, invoking the divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and 
purposes, in order to preserve for ourselves and our descendants the inherent sovereign 
rights of our Indian nations, rights secured under Indian treaties and agreements with 
the United States, and all other rights and benefits to which we are entitled under the 
laws and Constitution of the United States, to enlighten the public toward a better 
understanding of the Indian people, to preserve Indian cultural values, and otherwise 
promote the health, safety and welfare of the Indian people, do hereby establish and 
submit the following resolution; and 
 

WHEREAS, the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) was 
established in 1944 and is the oldest and largest national organization of American 
Indian and Alaska Native tribal governments; and 

 
WHEREAS, creating effective mechanisms to hold the United States 

accountable for its human rights obligations, provide oversight and accountability and 
ensure accesses for redress of human rights violations for Tribal governments and 
Tribal citizens in the United States is a priority for NCAI; and  

 
WHEREAS, NCAI takes note, with appreciation, of the Obama 

Administration’s stated  commitment to implement human rights at home and abroad, 
in accordance with its commitments under International Human Rights Standards, 
Treaties, Covenants, and Declarations; and 

    
WHEREAS, NCAI also recognizes the Obama administration’s commitment 

made to tribal leaders in November 2009 to implement full and effective consultation 
with tribal governments in the US on matters which affect their rights and the well 
being of their tribal citizens; and 

 
WHEREAS, the human rights of Tribal and Indigenous Nations in the US 

continues to be threatened and violated by the actions of the federal, state and local 
governments, their agencies and representative, as well as by corporations; and 

 
WHEREAS, NCAI recognizes the urgent need for formal and effective 

mechanisms to be put in place by the US Federal Government to ensure that 
Indigenous Nations, Tribal governments, and Native communities, as well as other 
Peoples who are experiencing human rights violations in this country, are able to  
address these concerns and receive a timely and effective response; and 
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WHEREAS, many Tribal leaders, Tribal Governments and Indigenous organizations in 
the US have been directly involved in providing input in the past year to the US State Department 
and the United Nations in preparation for the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) by the United 
Nations Human Rights Council on the situation of human rights in the United States, and are 
continuing to monitor the outcome of this review and the implementation its recommendations, 
especially those of direct relevance to the rights of Indigenous Peoples; and 

 
WHEREAS, many Tribal leaders, Tribal governments, and Indigenous organizations in 

the US are also directly involved in providing input to the US State Department for its formal 
review of the US’ position on the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and NCAI 
is anticipating a positive outcome, as well as a clear and effective plan, for implementation to be 
carried out by the US in partnership with Indigenous Peoples and Tribal Nations; and   

 
WHEREAS, NCAI is concerned about the lack of effective and formal structures on the 

federal level to monitor the implementation of the US’ Human Rights obligations, including the 
outcomes of these important processes, as existing US obligations under UN Treaties, and more 
than 400 Treaties entered into with Indigenous Nations; and       

 
WHEREAS, NCAI has been informed of the call upon President Obama to reconstitute 

through Executive Order, the Inter-agency Working Group on Human Rights which was 
established by President Clinton ( Executive Order 13107) but was rendered inactive by the Bush 
Administration; and    

 
WHEREAS, NCAI has also been informed of efforts by a number of human rights 

organizations in the US to reconstitute the US Civil Rights Commission to include a human rights 
mandate;  and 

 
WHEREAS, there is an urgent need for Tribes and Nations in the US to have access to 

such mechanisms to ensure that violations of their human rights are investigated and addressed in 
an effective and timely manner, and the US is held accountable for its relevant international 
human rights obligations. 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that NCAI supports the creation by the US 

Federal government of an effective infrastructure to promote implementation and monitor 
compliance with international human rights treaties and other human rights obligations, and to 
coordinate the efforts of US federal agencies and departments to promote and respect for human 
rights in the US; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NCAI supports in this regard the implementation 

of a reinvigorated Interagency Working Group on Human Rights within the Federal Government, 
as well as a National Commission with a human rights mandate; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NCAI endorses and encourages mechanisms to 

ensure full and fair participation and access of Indigenous Peoples and Nations, in the 
development and implementation of these structures, along with the federal and other levels of 
government in the US and civil society; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NCAI calls upon President Obama and his 
administration to issue and implement, without delay, an Executive Order to reinstitute the 
Interagency Support Group with the authority to monitor the human rights compliance of all US 
federal agencies and departments, as well as state and local governmental bodies whose actions 
impact the rights of Tribes and tribal citizens, as well as other citizens, in the US; and 

 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall be the policy of NCAI until it 

is withdrawn or modified by subsequent resolution. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
The foregoing resolution was adopted by the General Assembly at the 2010 Annual Convention 
of the National Congress of American Indians, held at the Albuquerque Convention Center in 
Albuquerque, NM on November 14-19, 2010, with a quorum present. 
 
  
              

President   
ATTEST: 
 
       
Recording Secretary 

 


