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The National Congress of American Indians 

Resolution #TUL-05-046 
 

TITLE: Support for BIA and Department of Justice Certification of Training for 

Law Officers and Detention Center Officers at United Tribes Technical 

College and at Other Tribal Colleges as May be Necessary 

 

 

WHEREAS, we, the members of the National Congress of American Indians 

of the United States, invoking the divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and 

purposes, in order to preserve for ourselves and our descendants the inherent 

sovereign rights of our Indian nations, rights secured under Indian treaties and 

agreements with the United States, and all other rights and benefits to which we are 

entitled under the laws and Constitution of the United States, to enlighten the public 

toward a better understanding of the Indian people, to preserve Indian cultural values, 

and otherwise promote the health, safety and welfare of the Indian people, do hereby 

establish and submit the following resolution; and 

 

WHEREAS, the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) was 

established in 1944 and is the oldest and largest national organization of American 

Indian and Alaska Native tribal governments; and 

 

 WHEREAS, training adequate numbers of law enforcement personnel 

remains a high priority of American Indian and Alaska Native tribal governments; and 

 

WHEREAS,  Tribal leaders and others have long been concerned that the only 

recognized law enforcement training academy for Tribal police and Bureau of Indian 

Affairs police in the United States is located in Artesia, New Mexico, thus 

discouraging the Tribal citizens of those distant Tribal Nations from seeking law 

enforcement as a career; and 

 

WHEREAS,   the courses provided by the BIA law enforcement academy are 

not accredited with any postsecondary accrediting agency and therefore are not 

transferable to other post-secondary institutions; and 

 

WHEREAS, there is also a great need for trained and certified corrections 

officers to staff the various detention centers and other penal institutions now present 

throughout Indian country; and 

 

 WHEREAS,  other Tribally controlled post secondary institutions located 

near significant Indian populations have accredited criminal justice programs that can 

provide certifiable criminal training for tribal law enforcement candidates closer to 

where those candidates live and will likely work, and that can also provide training 

leading to a certificate for correction officers; and 
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WHEREAS, one solution to the problem mentioned is to create a memorandum of 

understanding or other kind of agreement between accredited tribally controlled postsecondary 

institutions and the BIA law enforcement academy such that the training provided for law 

enforcement personnel at such institutions will be recognized by the BIA as being sufficient to 

meet all BIA standards for law enforcement officers, and further, that tribally controlled post 

secondary institutions develop, with the BIA’s assistance, curricula for providing training and 

certification of corrections officers, also with the understanding the course work and training at 

these tribal colleges will be transferable to other institutions of higher education so that law 

enforcement officers may, if they choose, pursue their education further.  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the NCAI does hereby support the 

certification of training of BIA law enforcement and detention center officers at accredited tribally 

controlled postsecondary institutions throughout the United States, as may be necessary, and 

encourages the BIA and Tribal colleges to work together to develop the necessary agreements and 

curricula that will allow these institutions to begin to provide certified law enforcement and 

corrections officers that are needed throughout Indian country; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall be the policy of NCAI until it 

is withdrawn or modified by subsequent resolution. 

 

CERTIFICATION 

 

The foregoing resolution was adopted at the 2005 Annual Session of the National Congress of 

American Indians, held at the 62
nd

 Annual Convention in Tulsa, Oklahoma on November 4, 2005                                                                          

with a quorum present. 

 

 

____________________________________ 

President 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

Recording Secretary 

 

Adopted by the General Assembly during the 2005 Annual Session of the National 

Congress of American Indians held from October 30, 2005 to November 4, 2005 at the 

Convention Center in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 


