First Nations and Native Tribal Government 

Geographic Information System (GIS) Workshop 
Sunday, June 14, 2009
10:30 – 4:30
The Ruby Room

Crowne Plaza Hotel 300 Third St
Niagara Falls, NY  14303.
	June 14, 2009
	 Ruby Room

	10:00-10:30
	Registration and informal networking

	10:30 -10:45
	Welcome and Opening Prayer: Robert Holden, Deputy Director, National Congress of American Indians 
Introductions and Workshop Overview: Simon Brascoupé, Workshop Facilitator

	10:45- 12:00
	Geographic information online - How to put your community on the map! 

Online tools and services put the power of geography at your fingertips. Both the US and Canada are developing online data infrastructures to help communities plan smarter and make better decisions. Our facilitator Simon Brascoupé will lead us through an informative session on the following topics:

· How do I find and access geospatial information for land use planning and management?

· How do I use it?

· What resources are available online?

· How can I best work with others to share information?
Speaker: Simon Brascoupé, Kitigan Zibi Anishinabeg (formerly River Desert Band), Maniwaki, Quebec

	12:00-1:00
	Lunch Break

	1:00-1:30
	Success Story 1 – Tribal Place Names and the National Map

Learn how Couer d’Alene Tribe in Idaho is using GIS and online mapping services as a tool to preserve cultural history. Frank Roberts and Perry Kitt discuss how the Coeur d’Alene Tribe is working with USGS to get Native American place names both into the Geographic Names Information System (GNIS) and to provide pertinent information about these place names on to the National Map.
Speaker:  FrankRoberts and Perry Kitt, Coeur d'Alene Tribe, Plummer, Idaho

	1:30-2:00
	Success Story 2 – Advancing Traditional Knowledge (TK) Capture and Use
Learn more about documenting traditional knowledge using GIS. David Mackett of the Traditional Knowledge Cooperative will demonstrate how a recently developed TK data model ties knowledge collection methods with efficient and effective geospatial techniques.
Speaker: David Mackett, Traditional Knowledge Cooperative, Thunder Bay, Ontario

	2:00 – 2:30
	Success Story 3 – GIS and Emergency Management
Mitigation, Preparedness, Response, Recovery - Sophi Beym of the Tribal Emergency Management Systems (TEMS) Foundation will discuss the four phases of emergency management and opportunities to incorporate Geographic Information Systems (GIS) as a problem solving tool.
Speaker: Sophi Beym, Tribal Emergency Management Systems (TEMS) Foundation,  Mesa, AZ  

	2:30-2:45 
	Health Break

	2:45 – 3:15
	Success Story 4 – Working with Community GIS – A Value Proposition
Ag-Capture is a practical GIS-based tool to assist in the inventory and analysis of agricultural land use activities. However, with appropriate program adjustments it could be adapted to collect data for other types of land-use such as forestry. 


Speaker: Dale Worme, Technology Transfer Partnership, Agriculture and Agri-Foods Canada, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

	3:15-3:45
	Success Story 5 – GIS and Forest Management Planning (FMP). 
Binke Wang of Penobscot Indian Nation, Maine, discusses how a GIS can be used to create and implement a Forest Management Plan. Forests are very important for the tribal economy and tribal culture and GIS is an excellent tool to help manage and sustain this vital resource.
Speaker: Binke Wang, GIS Specialist, Penobscot Indian Nation, Maine

	3:45-4:15
	Success Story 6 - Species at Risk and Land Management Mapping

John Manitowabi will discuss his use of GIS related to species at risk and land management mapping for the 54,000 hectare Wikwemikong Unceded Indian Reserve in Ontario, Canada.
Speakers: John Manitowabi, Land Use Planner, Wikwemikong Unceded Indian Reserve, Ontario  

	4:15-4:30
	Open Discussion and Evaluation of Workshop
Moderated by: Simon Brascoupé, Workshop Facilitator

	4:30-5:30
	Informal networking event – All are welcome to join – Location to be determined


