
1 
 

 

July 2015 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

²ŜΩǊŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ to share the positive work of tribal nations and communities, Native families and 
organizations, and the Administration that empowers our youth to thrive.  In partnership with the My 
.ǊƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ YŜŜǇŜǊΣ DŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ LƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ όάDŜƴ Lέύ, and First Kids 1st Initiatives, please join our First Kids 
1st community and share your stories and best practices that are creating a positive impact for Native 
youth.    
 
To highlight your stories in future newsletters, send your information to firstkids@ncai.org. 
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Inaugural White House Tribal Youth Gathering (WHTYG) ς July 9, 2015 
 
The first-ever White House Tribal Youth Gathering was held on 
July 9 to provide American Indian and Alaska Native youth 
from across the country the opportunity to interact directly 
with senior Administration officials and the White House 
Council on Native American Affairs. President Obama made 
the announcement in a video message played during the 
Gathering of Nations Powwow in Albuquerque, NM.  
 
The Tribal Youth Gathering, a collaboration between the White 
House and UNITY, Inc., continues ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
Generation Indigenous όάDŜƴ-Lέύ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ 
to improve the lives of Native youth across the country.  Youth 
who successfully participated in the Gen-I Native Youth 
Challenge and submitted their application were invited to the 
Gathering ς over 1,000 youth from more than 200 tribal 
nations and over 170 watch parties attended.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2015/04/24/white-house-host-tribal-youth-gathering
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JfZFdff3RbY
http://unityinc.org/index.php/events/white-house-tribal-youth-gathering
http://genindigenous.com/
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A WHTYG attendee reflects on her experience:  
 
By: Marilyn Fox 

President Obama released the Generation Indigenous initiative that has changed my life and other 

Native youth for the better. I was elected to participate on the White House Tribal Youth Gathering 

Steering Committee by my fellow White House Tribal Youth Ambassadors. Planning the gathering meant 

taking rainchecks on after school activities, but I was able to gain new friends and vocalize my opinions 

to my peers. 

On July 9, the day we have all been waiting for, I thought on the day of the gathering. After all 

the conference calls, countless emails, and teamwork, it was coming to a peak. What was expected to be 

over 800 youth, turned out to be over 1,000.  

During my time at the event, I got the opportunity to co-facilitate a fireside chat. I had the 

opportunity to ask vital questions to Secretary Sylvia Mathews Burwell, Cecilia Muñoz and Senator Heidi 

Heitkamp. I learned how diverse, yet similar we are. I also learned that not everyone has a desire to own 

up to his or her entitled political voice. While placed in the breakout session ñEducation ï Our Schools, 

Our Curriculum, Our Successò, Iôve also learned that Native students need to feel our teachersô 

commitment. We long for a small pat on the back for coming to school when we have no motivation to. 

Iôve also learned that there are a large number of us that seem to genuinely care about our drop-out rates 

inclining.  

 

With barriers of offensive mascotry and cultural appropriation, it creates an insincere image of 

Native Americans as a whole. It is not bluntly recognized that Native youth are dying to be heard ï 

literally. Yet, Iôve personally witnessed the love and energy that emerged from the crowd of youth 

leaders. It was pervasive. We, Native youth, love good listeners, and the breakout sessions provided that 

and more.  

 

It was a historic event created for Native youth, and I really didnôt know how to feel once I got 

there. But when I look back, I realize I felt pride. I felt the need to live up to the deaths caused by 

massacres and mass hangings. Walking into that ballroom, I remember a quote one of my peers had said 

on a panel previous to the WHTYG, ñI owe it to our ancestors to become something.ò And I do, I 

sincerely do. 

 

In the backseat of a car, I was gazing out at 

D.C. and it really got me thinking about the WHTYG 

and my suicide attempt. With the two occurrences on 

my mind I thought, ñMan, I am going to live for these 

people. I am going to live for all these people and their 

communities. My people.ò We are the Seventh 

Generation. We are Generation Indigenous, and we are 

just warming up. 
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UNITY National Conference Draws Over 1,800 Native Youth 
 
¢ƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ bŀǘƛǾŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 
and Alaska Native youth organization, the United 
National Indian Tribal Youth, Inc. (UNITY), held 
its 39th annual national conference July 10-14, 
2015 in Washington, D.C. More than 1,800 
attendees ς the largest turnout in its history ς 
converged at the natiƻƴΩǎ capital representing 
over 256 tribes and indigenous communities; 
traveling from more than 40 states and 
internationally from New Zealand, Taiwan and 
Canada. Participants at the annual youth and 
leadership-focused conference were immersed 
into a five-day agenda that included: 
internationally renowned speakers and trainers; 
physical fitness activities led by Nike N7; and 
youth-led discussions and initiatives.  
 

 

Pathkeepers for Indigenous Knowledge Holds 3rd Annual Native Youth 
Leadership Camp, July 18-26, 2015 
 

Pathkeepers for Indigenous Knowledge held its 3rd Annual Native Youth Leadership Camp, July 18-26, 
2015, in Culpeper, Virginia and Washington, D.C.  Native youth, ages 9-17, from tribes across Indian 
Country attended, including:  Navajo, Gila River Indian Community, Southern Ute, Zuni Pueblo, Tlingit 
(Alaska), White Mountain Apache, Mattaponi, Upper Mattaponi, Chickahominy, Lumbee, Pascua Yaqui, 
Cheyenne, Kiowa, and Oglala Lakota, to name a few. The Camp provided these youth with opportunities 
to explore education and leadership activities, identify healthy food and life choices, improve physical 
and emotional fitness and explore their personal interests and tribal identity. Through these 
opportunities, the youth increased their self-esteem, leadership and 
consensus skills, educational goals, health and wellness and 
creative passion.   

Food offered at the Camp was healthy and nutritious with an 
emphasis on traditional foods. Camp cultural and educational 
activities included: Native horsemanship; playing lacrosse; a 
ά/ƻƭƭŜƎŜ 5ŀȅέ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎΤ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
bead; identifying Native plants and herbs and making them into 
a salve; learning to drum and sing; writing poetry and 

storytelling; composing 
and recording 
contemporary music 
and traditional flute; 
fishing; and painting. 
The Camp also took a 
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field trip to Washington, D.C. for two days, visiting Capitol Hill, where the campers met with three U.S. 
Senators and toured the Capitol. The Campers also visited the Center for Native American Youth, Bureau 
of Indian Affairs, the National Museum of the American Indian, and the Natural History Museum.  

 

President Obama Visits Choctaw Nation 
 
On July 15, President Obama visited 
Durant, OK to discuss his 
ConnectHome initiative ς ensuring 
digital opportunities for all Americans 
by expanding access to broadband 
internet services.  The President and 
Choctaw Chief Gary Batton met with 
a group of Native youth prior to the 
event, and discussed the recent 
White House Tribal Youth Gathering 
and opportunities for young Native 
boys and girls. The President 
mentioned 16-year-old Kelsey Janway 
ς a member of the Choctaw Youth 
Council who represented the 
Choctaw Nation at the White House. President Obama emphasized that kids like Kelsey have big 
dreams, and that we need to invest in those dreams through advancing technology in rural and low-
income areas. The President sŀƛŘΣ ά²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
thing about it is the blessings are returned back to usτbecause you end up having a workforce that is 
better educated, which means suddenly companies want to locate, which means businesses start 
ōƻƻƳƛƴƎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƘƛǊƛƴƎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ ŘƻŜǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊΦέ 
 
To watch President ObaƳŀΩǎ entire speech to the Choctaw Nation, click here.  

 
NCAI Mid Year Conference ς St. Paul, MN, June 28-July 1, 2015  

 
There was a large representation of Native youth in 
attendance at the 2015 NCAI Mid Year Conference. These 
youth had a meet and greet with other youth attendees, 
Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs at the Department of 
the Interior Kevin Washburn, and Congressman Raul 
Grijalva. They also participated in the άWhat are Tribes 
Doing to Support Youthέ breakout session and voiced where 
they think more could be done. During the breakout session 
they shared personal stories as to why they are working on 
certain projects in their communities. Overall, the youth 
enjoyed the interaction they had with tribal leaders. 
Through conversations with other NCAI participants they 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?t=11&v=YecINneNkac
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learned ways of how the youth can follow in their footsteps to create the change they believe could be 
made in their communities. At the upcoming NCAI Annual Convention, be on the lookout for the Youth 
Agenda. 
 
First Nations Development Institute Publishes Report Detailing Unmet 
Funding Needs for Native Youth 

 
On July 29, 2015, the First Nations Development Institute published a 
report based on its Native Youth and Culture Fund data, detailing some 
of the recent trends in grantmaking for programs and projects aimed at 
Native youth. The report, Investing in Native Youth: Grantmaking Trends 
from the Native Youth and Culture Fund, reveals a significant unmet 
funding need for such programs, and opportunities for funders across 

the United States.   
 
To learn more about the First Nations Development Institute, visit here.  To read the full report, visit 
here.  

 
Quapaw Nation Holds Language Preservation Camp  

 
The Quapaw Nation of Oklahoma held its Youth 
Language and Cultural Preservation Camp July 20-24, 
2015.  Campers participated in traditional song, dance, 
and games and listened to guest speakers while learning 
the Quapaw language.  Native youth are not the only 
target, with classes for adults beginning in early 
September.  For more information about the event, visit 
here.  Moreover, the Quapaw Nation, in collaboration 
with the Osage and Omaha Nations, formed the Dhegiha 
Preservation Society to keep their languages alive ς the 
5th Annual Dhegiha Language Conference is set for July 
29 & 30.  For more information, visit here.      

 
 

Oklahoma Native Assets Coalition, Inc. Receives Grant for Investing in 
Native Families Project 

The Oklahoma Native Assets Coalition, Inc. (ONAC) received a 
$17,482 grant in June from the First Nations Development Institute 
of Longmont, CO for their Investing in Native Families and 
Promoting Conversations about Native Assets project.  With this 
grant, ONAC will partner with Osage Financial Resources, Inc. and the Mvskoke Loan 
CǳƴŘ ǘƻ ŦǳƴŘ ул /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ŀǾƛƴƎǎ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ  The project includes financial education 
and an art project, where participants will be invited to create a piece of art that reflects their 

http://www.firstnations.org/
http://www.firstnations.org/knowledge-center/strengthening-nonprofit/reports
http://www.quapawtribe.com/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=297
https://www.osagenation-nsn.gov/who-we-are-language-department/dhegiha-gathering
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understandings of Native assets.  Partners will display the youth artwork at an art show at a location of 
their choice.  ONAC will then generate a calendar, with the youth art included, which highlights various 
perspectives of Native asset building throughout the year. 

For more information about ONAC, visit here.  

Youth in Alaska Native Village Make Impact on Fellow Residents 

Throughout April, several youth from the Native Village of !ŦƻƎƴŀƪΩǎ !ƭǳǘƛƛǉ /ƭǳō όYƻŘƛŀƪΣ !Yύ fulfilled 

their ǇƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ²ƘƛǘŜ IƻǳǎŜΩǎ DŜƴ-I Challenge.  The Alutiiq Club members recorded radio public 

service announcements highlighting Child Abuse Prevention Month and Hunger Awareness Month while 

incorporating the Alutiiq language into sections of the advertisements.  Along with the public service 

announcements, students engaged in two separate community outreach projects.  The first project 

focused on promoting healthy families, where club members handed out Child Abuse Prevention 

ribbons and flyers from a table in a busy grocery store.  On the second project, the kids assembled and 

ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ǎŀƴŘǿƛŎƘŜǎ ŦƻǊ YƻŘƛŀƪΩǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊΦ  The Students were excited to know they were 

able to make such a difference in their community.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

National Indian Child Welfare Act (NICWA) Update  
 
NICWA participated as an early adopter of the Generation Indigenous (Gen-I) Challenge. Several national 
Native organizations, including NICWA, NCAI, UNITY, the National Indian Health Board, and the Center 
for Native American Youth identified and recruited representatives to sit on the WHTYG Youth Steering 
Committee. Linda Gokee-wƛƴŘŀƭΣ bL/²!Ωǎ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Youth Steering Committee and attended the Gathering. Linda also facilitated a discussion 
during one of the break-out sessions. During a world café style facilitation she lead the 
ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άǇƻŘǎέ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǾƛǘŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴg the 
Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act, indigenous language revitalization, 
food sovereignty and other issues. NICWA had the opportunity to identify a Native foster 
youth to attend the Gathering as well. Foster youth advocate and NICWA 2015 annual 
conference youth panelist Alecia McConnell (Umatilla), 18, attended and had the opportunity 
to meet Michelle Obama and connect with high-level federal officials. 

 

http://oknativeassets.org/
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National Indian Health Board (NIHB) Update  

 
The National Indian Health Board (NIHB), in 

partnership with the Indian Health Service 

(IHS), hosted an area gathering for Alaska 

Methamphetamine and Suicide Prevention 

Initiative (MSPI) projects on July 14 and 15 in 

Anchorage, AK. The two-day gathering 

featured opening remarks from the IHS 

Alaska Area Director, Christopher 

Mandregan, Jr. and a panel of Alaska Native youth - Lee Breinig (Haida) and Talon Masterson (Ahtna 

Athabascan). The panel spoke about issues youth are facing in their communities and provided an 

opportunity for the project members to engage in conversations about how to best serve youth.  The 

gathering highlighted the ongoing work in Alaska to address mental health and substance use. The 

predominantly Alaskan presenters created a project-driven gathering that greatly benefited the nearly 

60 attendees.  

 

Native youth from the INSPIRE Pre-College Program visited the 

offices of the National Indian Health Board on Monday, July 20, to 

learn about the Indian health system and policy development from 

bLI.Ωǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ wŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ aǊΦ 5ŜǾƛƴ 5ŜƭǊƻǿΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ф 

students from across Indian Country gathered for a 3-week course 

on Native Politics and the American Political System at George 

Washington University. Learn more about the INSPIRE Pre-College 

Program here.  

 

 

Gen-I Native Youth Challenge  
 
Native youth ages 14-24, tribes, non-profits, and educational institutions are invited to join the National 
Native Youth Network by accepting the Gen-I Challenge.  
 
Organizations, colleges, universities, as well as tribal colleges and universities can take the Gen-I 
Challenge too by committing to help their youth and students complete the Gen-I Challenge! Just follow 
this link to get signed up!  
 
The following organizations have already committed to take the Gen-I Challenge:  

�x American Indian College Fund 

�x American Indian Higher Education Consortium  












