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n a t i o n a l   c o n g r e s s   o f   a m e r i c a n   i n d i a n s


October 22, 2004

Mr. Steve Kallin, Refuge Manager

National Bison Range

132 Bison Range Road

Moiese, MT  59824

Dear Mr. Kallin,

The National Congress of American Indians strongly supports the Annual Funding Agreement negotiated between the Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes and the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service for contracting activities at the National Bison Range Complex.

NCAI has long advocated for improving and developing the government-to-government relationships between the United States and federally-recognized Indian Tribes.  The Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act (ISDA) and the Tribal Self-Governance Act (incorporated as Title IV of ISDA) serve to strengthen the government-to-government relationship and improve governmental programs and services.  I have no doubt that the Funding Agreement will further both of these goals.

Over recent years, both the National Park Service and the USFWS have entered into funding agreements with Indian Tribes that have geographical, historical or cultural connections to areas within the agencies’ jurisdictions.  This is what Congress intended when it passed the Tribal Self-Governance Act and, specifically, the provision codified at 25 USC § 458cc(c).   It is hard to imagine a closer geographic, historical or cultural connection than the one that exists at the Bison Range, which is completely within the reservation boundaries of the Salish & Kootenai Tribes.

To the extent that the Funding Agreement provides for more Tribal participation than past AFA’s executed by NPS or USFWS, NCAI strongly encourages such innovative and increased participation.  Past requests by Tribes for greater involvement through AFA’s have been slow in progress, and NCAI views the NBRC AFA as an important step forward for both USFWS and the Interior Department.  It is clear from the existing track record that Tribal governments are highly successful in contracting federal programs and activities.  Building a more effective partnership between 

Federal agencies and Tribal governments benefits everyone, and NCAI is confident that the NBRC AFA will prove this point once again.

The NCAI is aware that each Indian Tribe is unique and that any funding agreement would be negotiated based upon the specific circumstances of the Tribe, Federal agency and the activities to be contracted.  The NCAI encourages both your Agency and your Department’s efforts in negotiating this AFA. The Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes have an excellent history marked by success in natural resources management and stewardship, making them a valuable partner for the USFWS with respect to the National Bison Range Complex. If you have any further questions or require additional information please contact NCAI, Quanah M. Spencer, at 202-466-7767 or e-mail Quanah_spencer@ncai.org. 

Sincerely,
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Tex Hall, President

National Congress of American Indians



