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On February 4, 2004, President Bush proposed an $83.3 billion budget for the Department of Agriculture that requests decreases for numerous Indian-specific programs within USDA, continuing the trend of consistent declines in federal per capita spending for Indians compared to per capita expenditures for the population at large. On March 25, 2004 the National Congress of American Indians provided written testimony which emphasized the trust commitment that the USDA has toward tribal governments in its funding process. The NCAI urged the Congress and the USDA to make a strong commitment to meeting the federal trust obligation by fully funding those programs that are vital to the creation of vibrant Indian Nations. 
On January 7, 2003, H.R. 160 was introduced and referred to the House Committee on Agriculture. The purpose of the bill is to provide emergency disaster assistance to agricultural producers with set-asides for the American Indian livestock program. To date there has been no movement on the bill and likely will not be movement until after the presidential election.

On July 27, 2004, the Tribal Forest Protection Act of 2004 became law as it was enacted by both Houses of Congress. The Act authorizes the Secretary of the Interior or the Secretary of Agriculture, upon the request of an Indian tribe to enter into an agreement or contract to carry out a project to protect Indian forest land that meets specified criteria, to issue public notice of initiation of any necessary environmental review or of the potential of entering into such an agreement or contract under which the Indian tribe would carry out certain activities. No federal funding for the program has been appropriated by Congress. 
On September 23, 2004, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, in partnership with the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), today signed a cooperative agreement with the National Association of State Departments of Agriculture (NASDA) to further develop integrated federal-state response plans for food and agricultural emergencies. This agreement advances one of the many homeland security directives set by President Bush to improve federal, state, and local cooperation through enhanced response and recovery procedures in the event of a disaster. During the first phase, a workgroup comprised of federal, state and local officials will gather information about existing state emergency response systems and how agricultural safety and security emergencies will be handled within the various states. During the second phase, the workgroup will develop an interagency response plan, which includes state and local participation, conduct tabletop exercises and pilots to test functionality of the emergency response plan and refine it based on lessons learned and other input. Phase three will involve the development of guidelines for federal food and agricultural regulatory agencies to cooperate with state and local emergency response efforts, thus facilitating federal assistance to be made available more quickly and appropriately to assist the local response and recovery efforts. The National Congress of American Indians is concerned that federal agencies continue to create and implement homeland security initiatives without consulting tribal governments.
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