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On April 7, 2004, S.2301 was introduced as a bill to improve the management of Indian fish and wildlife and gathering resources. The Committee on Indian Affairs ordered the bill to be reported with an amendment in the nature of a substitute favorably. There has been no movement on the bill and it has been submitted to agencies within Interior for comment. 
Under the Farm Bill of 2002, the United States Department of Agriculture was empowered to distribute federal funds to agriculture in order to allay the damage as a result of the continued drought being experienced in the American west. To date, Indian agriculture has not been funded at an adequate level in order to benefit from the drought relief provisions of the Farm Bill of 2002. The National Congress of American Indians will continue to work with the USDA, tribal governments, and other tribal agricultural organizations in an attempt to secure the drought relief that is sorely needed by Indian agriculturalists.
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