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THE NATIONAL CONGRESS OF
AMERICAN INDIANS

RESOLUTION #MSH-01-005

Title: A Resolution for Congressional Support and Approval Of
the Indian Small Water Projects Act to be Administered by
the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation for Water Projects on
Tribal Lands with Total Costs Below $25 Million Dollars.

WHEREAS, we, the members of the National Congress of American Indians
of the United States, invoking the divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and
purposes, in order to preserve for ourselves and our descendants the inherent
sovereign rights of our Indian nations, rights secured under Indian treaties and
agreements with the United States, and all other rights and benefits to which we are
entitled under the laws and Constitution of the United States to enlighten the public
toward a better understanding of the Indian people, to preserve Indian cultural values,
and otherwise promote the welfare of the Indian people, do hereby establish and
submit the following resolution; and '

WHEREAS, the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) was
established in 1944 and is the oldest, largest, and most representative national
American Indian and Alaska Native tribal government organization; and

WHEREAS, among the most strongly held obligations in Indian Country are
those which assure that lands and waters are preserved for the ones who will come
in seven generations; and

WHEREAS, sovereignty over Indian Country and the exercise of jurisdiction
on environmental matters is critical to preserving the health and well being of tribal

members; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation maintains trust responsibilities
with American Indian Tribes; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation provides assistance to Tribes
for water resource management and development; and
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WHEREAS, the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation's present system to assist Indian Tribes requires
Congressional Review and Approval of each project at every development stage beyond the initial
needs study, thus delaying progress on water management projects on tribal lands; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation has completed numerous general investigations
of water resource projects; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation is required to receive Congressional
authorization for each individual project to further develop and construct water resource projects on

Indian Lands; and

WHEREAS, the Tribes recognize and accept their roles in providing clean, safe water for
consumption, recreation, and agriculture to tribal members and non-tribal residents for their

reservations; and

WHEREAS, there is a need for legislation to provide the Secretary of the Interior, acting
- through the Commissioner of the Bureau of Reclamation, with authority to conduct feasibility
investigations and construct small water projects for the benefit of Indian Tribes; and

WHEREAS, draft legislation or similar legislation to achieve this result to be known as the
“Indian Small Water Projects Act of 2001 has been considered by the NCAT in its mid-year session;

and

WHEREAS, the Mni Sose Intertribal Water Rights Coalition, Inc., representing 27 Tribes
within the Missouri River Basin, and the All Indian Pueblo Council, representing 19 Pueblos in New
Mexico have adopted resolutions of support for this legislation; and

WHEREAS, the Tribes have identified their water resource issues and concerns and have
developed partnerships with the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that NCAI does hereby support the Mni Sose
Intertribal Water Rights Coalition's request that the U.S. Congress authorize the Indian Small Water
Projects Act to address water resource needs on tribal lands; and

BEITFURTHERRESOLVED, that NCAI supports the Mni Sose Intertribal Water Rights
Coalition's request that the U.S. Congress provide appropriations in the amount of $750,000,000
necessary to fully implement the Indian Small Water Projects Act; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that NCAI does hereby support this resolution to provide
the Secretary of the Interior, acting through the Commissioner of the Bureau of Reclamation, with
authority to conduct feasibility investigations and construct small water projects for the benefit of

Indian Tribes.
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CERTIFICATION

The foregoing resolution was adopted at the 2001 Mid-Year Session of the National Congress of
American Indians, held at Foxwoods Resort Casino in Mashantucket, Connecticut on May 13-16,
2001, with a quorum present.

Susan Masten, President

Adoptefl gy ‘thé—(—}é’neral Assely during the 2001 Mid-Year Session of the National Congress of
American Indians, held in Mashantucket, Connecticut on May 13-16, 2001.

PAGE 3



