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RESOLUTION #MSH-01-034

Title: A Resolution Urging the Department of Interior (DOI)
and the National Indian Gaming Commission to Move
Forward with all Pending Fee to Trust and Status of

Indian Land Decisions

WHEREAS, we, the members of the National Congress of American Indians
of the United States, invoking the divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and
purposes, in order to preserve for ourselves and our descendants the inherent
sovereign rights of our Indian nations, rights secured under Indian treaties and
agreements with the United States, and all other rights and benefits to which we are
entitled under the laws and Constitution of the United States to enlighten the public
toward a better understanding of the Indian people, to preserve Indian cultural values,
and otherwise promote the welfare of the Indian people, do hereby establish and

submit the following resolution; and

WHEREAS, the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) was
established in 1944 and is the oldest, largest, and most representative national
American Indian and Alaska Native tribal government organization; and

WHEREAS, the Department of the Interior (DOI) has the authority pursuant
to the treaties and statutes of the United States to take lands into trust for the purpose
of consolidating Indian lands within and contiguous to existing reservations and as
a matter of establishing initial reservations for newly recognized tribes; and

WHEREAS, the Department of Interior had decided that it will not move
forward with any pending tribal fee to trust acquisitions while a review is in progress
of the amendments made to 25 CFR 151 by the previous administration and DOI has
asked the NIGC not to move forward with any decisions regarding whether tribal
lands qualify as “Indian lands” under the IGRA and the NIGC Chairman has

complied with that request; and

WHEREAS, the unofficial moratorium placed upon fee to trust acquisitions
and upon Indian lands decisions will result in immediate, grave economic harm to
some tribes and to significant long-term economic and governmental harm to others.



NCAI 2001 MID-YEAR SESSION RESOLUTION #MSH-01-034

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that NCAI does hereby support this resolution
and urges the Department of Interior and the National Indian Gaming Commission to move forward
with all pending fee to trust decisions and decisions regarding the status of Indian lands under the
treaties, federal statutes, regulations, court judgments and settlement decrees.

CERTIFICATION

The foregoing resolution was adopted at the 2001 Mid-Year Session of the National Congress of
American Indians, held at Foxwoods Resort Casino in Mashantucket, Connecticut on May 13-16,

2001, with a quorum present.

Susan Masten, President

Adoptd by the General Assembly during the 2001 Mid-Year Session of the National Congress of
American Indians, held in Mashantucket, Connecticut on May 13-16, 2001.
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