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RESOLUTION #MSH-01-066

Title: To Recommend that the Reauthorization of P.L.99-570
(Department of Interior) Contain a Provision for Federal
Direct Funding to Tribes in an Annual Block Grant for
Substance Abuse Prevention Among American Indian and

Alaska Native Youth

WHEREAS, we, the members of the National Congress of American Indians
of the United States, invoking the divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and
purposes, in order to preserve for ourselves and our descendants the inherent
sovereign rights of our Indian nations, rights secured under Indian treaties and
agreements with the United States, and all other rights and benefits to which we are
entitled under the laws and Constitution of the United States, to enlighten the public
toward a better understanding of the Indian people, to preserve Indian cultural values,
and otherwise promote the welfare of the Indian people, do hereby establish and

submit the following resolution; and

WHEREAS, the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) was
established in 1944 and is the oldest, largest, and most representative national
American Indian and Alaska Native tribal government organization; and

WHEREAS, the American Indian and Alaska Native populations have the
highest rate of alcohol and substance abuse when compared to all other races and
ethnic groups, and have the highest number of alcohol-related deaths per capita in the

United States; and

WHEREAS, American Indian and Alaska Native youth have the highest rate
of current use of alcohol and all illicit drugs, when compared with White, African

American, and Hispanic youth; and

WHEREAS, the majority of young people drinking are at risk, and the age
of the first drink and substance use by Indian youth starts at age 7-8 years old; and

WHEREAS, individuals do not need to be physically addicted to alcohol to
have a problem with alcohol that could be prevented; and
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WHEREAS, American Indian Tribes and Alaska Natives have inadequate funding resources
to address the prevention of alcohol and substance abuse in Indian Country; and

WHEREAS, alcohol and substance abuse prevention grant funding is usually limited to a
maximum of 3 years, which is not long enough to accomplish the goals of a tribal prevention

program; and

WHEREAS, there is no consistent and continual funding to American Indian Tribes and
AlaskaNative Villages to ensure maximum effectiveness, maintenance, and sustainability of substance
abuse prevention programs; and ‘

WHEREAS, the Federal Government makes annual substance abuse block grant awards to
States and six Pacific Jurisdictions; and

WHEREAS, most States do not award Tribes their fair share of the substance abuse block
grant dollars, yet are counting the American Indian and Alaska Native populations and receiving

funding on that basis; and

WHEREAS, there is now evidence that certain prevention strategies work and are effective
in the prevention of alcohol and substance abuse in Indian Country; and

WHEREAS, prevention of substance abuse can reduce the number of traffic crashes,
homicides, suicides, teen pregnancies, truancy, school dropouts, domestic violence, child abuse and
neglect, fetal alcohol syndrome/fetal alcohol effects (FAS/FAE), and other disabilities; and

WHEREAS, the costs to operate prevention programs are less than the costs ofincarceration
or the costs of operating treatment programs; and

WHEREAS, studies funded by the Center for Substance Abuse Prevention, the Department
of Health and Human Services found that individual-oriented efforts and school-based prevention
programs show little long-term success, and whereas comprehensive community substance abuse
prevention strategies show long-term success; and

WHEREAS, American Indian and Alaska Native communities need to continue to develop,
implement, and evaluate cultural models of substance abuse prevention programs for youth; and

WHEREAS, American Indian and Alaska Native communities need technical assistance to
help them develop and implement Tribal Action Plans for prevention with measurable long-term

goals.
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that NCAI does hereby request the Assistant
Secretary of Indian Affairs to add a provision to the reauthorization of P.L. 99-570 that recognizes
the sovereign status of Tribes by awarding direct Federal funding to Tribes on a consistent annual

basis; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NCAI does request the Assistant Secretary of Indian
Affairs to add a provision to the reauthorization of P.L. 99-570 that would establish two Technical
Assistance Centers to assist Tribes in developing and implementing annual Tribal Action Prevention

Plans; and

BEIT FINALLY RESOLVED, that NCAI does hereby supports a provisionto P.L. 99-570
that would authorize an annual block grant be awarded to Tribes for developing, implementing, and
evaluating comprehensive substance abuse prevention programs.

CERTIFICATION

The foregoing resolution was adopted at the 2001 Mid-Year Session of the National Congress of
American Indians, held at Foxwoods Resort Casino in Mashantucket, Connecticut on May 13-16,

2001, with a quorum present.

Susan Masten, President

ATTEST:

American Indians, held in Mashantucket, Connecticut on May 13-16, 2001.
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