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The National Congress of American Indians 
Resolution #ANC-07-039 

 
TITLE: Oppose Mining Exploration and Development within Alaska’s 

Kuskokwim and Bristol Bay Areas for the Protection of Subsistence and 
the Integrity of the Environment for Our Health, Culture, Social 
Structure, and Community Well-being 

 
 
WHEREAS, we, the members of the National Congress of American Indians 

of the United States, invoking the divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and 
purposes, in order to preserve for ourselves and our descendants the inherent 
sovereign rights of our Indian nations, rights secured under Indian treaties and 
agreements with the United States, and all other rights and benefits to which we are 
entitled under the laws and Constitution of the United States, to enlighten the public 
toward a better understanding of the Indian people, to preserve Indian cultural values, 
and otherwise promote the health, safety and welfare of the Indian people, do hereby 
establish and submit the following resolution; and 
 

WHEREAS, the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) was 
established in 1944 and is the oldest and largest national organization of American 
Indian and Alaska Native tribal governments; and 

 
WHEREAS, American Indian and Alaska Native tribes and villages of the 

United States, as traditional caretakers, have a responsibility to protect Mother Earth 
for future generations; and 

 
WHEREAS, Alaska Native people depend on subsistence and the integrity of 

the environment for our health, culture, social structure, and community well-being; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, continued mining development and exploitation of the 

Kuskokwim and Bristol Bay areas poses an eminent threat to Alaska Native and 
Native American health and cultural well-being; and 

 
WHEREAS, terrestrial resources such as the caribou, migratory birds, and 

wild salmon are at threat; and 
 
WHEREAS, the resources of the Kuskokwim and Bristol Bay areas inhabit 

and migrate throughout Alaska’s oceans and lands that are essential to the sustenance 
and cultures of all Alaska Native coastal and inland communities who have depended 
upon these resources since time immemorial. 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the NCAI will actively 

engage Congress to promote policy and legislation that will adhere to this resolution 
and uphold the subsistence rights of Alaska Native and Native American 
communities; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall be the policy of NCAI until it 
is withdrawn or modified by subsequent resolution. 

 
CERTIFICATION 

 
The foregoing resolution was referred to the Executive Committee by the General Assembly at 
the 2007 64th Mid-Year Session of the National Congress of American Indians and adopted by the 
Executive Committee on June 27, 2007 with a quorum present. 
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