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BackgroundBackground
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From Congressman Norm Dick’s Statement Before the House Committee on Budget



Government Wide Funding TrendsGovernment Wide Funding Trends
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Dept. of Commerce (-28.7%)

Dept. of Ed (+12.6%)

DHHS (+25.2%)

HUD (-16.8%)

BIA (-16.8%)

OST (+117.5%)

TOTAL, DOI (-5.62%)

DOJ (-15.8%)

DOT (+39.7%)

EPA (-21.8%)



Department of 
the Interior

Bureau of 
Indian Affairs

Department of 
Education

Department of 
Health & Human 

Services

Dept  of Ag
7.5%

OST
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20.4%, 
$2,593M

22.1%, $2,820M
78.8%, $2,222M

FY 2007
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Priority Area: Public SafetyPriority Area: Public Safety

Public Safety Funding
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DOI and DOJ DOI and DOJ 
Public Safety FundingPublic Safety Funding

Secretarial Initiative to benefit Indian CountrySecretarial Initiative to benefit Indian Country
–– Safe Indian Communities: $16 million Safe Indian Communities: $16 million 

increase to address increase to address methmeth crisiscrisis
• $5.0 million to aggressively confront staffing 

shortages in Indian country to hire approximately 50 
new officers

• $5.0 million to address staffing needs in newly 
constructed and existing detention facilities

• $6.0 million is requested to provide specialized drug 
enforcement training and for public awareness 
campaigns



DOJ Funding HistoryDOJ Funding History

State and Local Law EnforcementState and Local Law Enforcement
–– Indian Assistance GrantsIndian Assistance Grants

•• Tribal Courts Assistance Program ~$8 M from Tribal Courts Assistance Program ~$8 M from 
FY02FY02--FY07FY07

•• Tribal Prison Construction: funding has Tribal Prison Construction: funding has 
fluctuated.  In FY02, $35 M was enacted, fluctuated.  In FY02, $35 M was enacted, 
however funds fluctuate between $2 M and $9 Mhowever funds fluctuate between $2 M and $9 M

•• Alcohol and Substance Abuse ~$10 MAlcohol and Substance Abuse ~$10 M

–– COPS GrantsCOPS Grants
•• Funding shifts between $15 M and $40 MFunding shifts between $15 M and $40 M

–– Tribal YouthTribal Youth
•• Funding has stayed around $10 MFunding has stayed around $10 M



Proposed Consolidation at DOJProposed Consolidation at DOJ

The Administration proposed to eliminate The Administration proposed to eliminate 
tribal specific funding and to consolidate 70 tribal specific funding and to consolidate 70 
Office of Justice Programs into 4 new Office of Justice Programs into 4 new 
discretionary grant programs for state, local discretionary grant programs for state, local 
and tribal governments. and tribal governments. 
VAWA: Tribal Block Grant Awaits FundingVAWA: Tribal Block Grant Awaits Funding
–– Tribes receive between 10 % and 15% of VAWA Tribes receive between 10 % and 15% of VAWA 

grants at DOJ through a tribal block grant. The grants at DOJ through a tribal block grant. The 
National VAWA Campaign is working for full National VAWA Campaign is working for full 
funding of the authorized amounts.funding of the authorized amounts.



EducationEducation

Interior: $15 Million InitiativeInterior: $15 Million Initiative
–– $5.3 million to fund education program $5.3 million to fund education program 

enhancements; enhancements; 
–– $4.3 million for school transportation; $4.3 million for school transportation; 
–– $3.6 million for educational specialists in the Bureau $3.6 million for educational specialists in the Bureau 

of Indian Education, which is the new name for the of Indian Education, which is the new name for the 
old Office of Indian Education; and old Office of Indian Education; and 

–– $1.9 million to maintain a Native American Student $1.9 million to maintain a Native American Student 
Information System. Information System. 



Indian Education at Indian Education at 
DOI and Dept of EducationDOI and Dept of Education

Interior Decreases to Indian EducationInterior Decreases to Indian Education
–– Eliminates JOM entirely in all categories: TPA, SelfEliminates JOM entirely in all categories: TPA, Self--

Governance, CTSP Governance, CTSP -- $24 million eliminated$24 million eliminated
–– Scholarship: $5 million reductionScholarship: $5 million reduction

Department of Education ChangesDepartment of Education Changes
–– EliminationsEliminations

•• Alaska Native Education Equity: Alaska Native Education Equity: --$33.9 million$33.9 million
•• Education for Native Hawaiians: Education for Native Hawaiians: --$33.9 million$33.9 million
•• Strengthening AK Native and Native HI Institutions: Strengthening AK Native and Native HI Institutions: --$11.8 $11.8 

millionmillion
•• Even Start Eliminated: Even Start Eliminated: --$111.6 million$111.6 million



TrendsTrendsDepartment of Education 
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Natural ResourcesNatural Resources

EPA and Department of Agriculture

EPA (-21.8%)

Ag (25.6%)
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EPAEPA

Tribal General Assistance ProgramTribal General Assistance Program
–– Funding has been flatFunding has been flat

Infrastructure in Rural AlaskaInfrastructure in Rural Alaska
Clean Water State Revolving FundClean Water State Revolving Fund
Safe Drinking Water State Safe Drinking Water State 
Revolving FundRevolving Fund



Operation of Indian Program Funds 
Constant FY 05 Dollars
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FY 2008 TimelineFY 2008 Timeline

President’s Budget: Released Monday, Feb. 5President’s Budget: Released Monday, Feb. 5thth

Congress holds hearings on President’s budget request Congress holds hearings on President’s budget request 
FebruaryFebruary: SCIA held hearing Feb. 15 on Pres. Budget: SCIA held hearing Feb. 15 on Pres. Budget
SCIA develops Views and Estimates letter to submit to the SCIA develops Views and Estimates letter to submit to the 
Budget CommitteeBudget Committee

Early March:Early March: House and Senate will develop their own House and Senate will develop their own 
“budget blueprint” called a budget resolution“budget blueprint” called a budget resolution
This will set targets for overall discretionary funding and cutsThis will set targets for overall discretionary funding and cuts in in 

entitlementsentitlements
AprilApril:: Budget Resolution completedBudget Resolution completed

Spring/Summer/FallSpring/Summer/Fall:: Appropriations processAppropriations process



Tribal ResponseTribal Response

NCAI Budget TaskforceNCAI Budget Taskforce
•• National Tribal OrganizationsNational Tribal Organizations
•• Regional Tribal OrganizationsRegional Tribal Organizations
•• Issue Specific OrganizationsIssue Specific Organizations
•• Tribal LeadersTribal Leaders

Key Meeting DatesKey Meeting Dates
•• President’s Budget, Consultations, Appropriations President’s Budget, Consultations, Appropriations 

Season, State of Indian Nations AddressSeason, State of Indian Nations Address



Strategic Message on BudgetStrategic Message on Budget

Message of tribal needs and underMessage of tribal needs and under--funding funding 
hasn’t worked.hasn’t worked.

Message of inequality and discrimination, Message of inequality and discrimination, 
although accurate, was ineffective.although accurate, was ineffective.

Tribes needed an updated and strategic Tribes needed an updated and strategic 
message to resonate politically in debate.message to resonate politically in debate.



Strategy, ContinuedStrategy, Continued

LobbyingLobbying
oo Meetings with Key Members on Budget and Meetings with Key Members on Budget and 

AppropriatorsAppropriators
oo Capitalize on Tribal ConstituenciesCapitalize on Tribal Constituencies

•• e.g., Chairman of the House Interior Appropriations e.g., Chairman of the House Interior Appropriations 
Subcommittee is Norm Dicks (DSubcommittee is Norm Dicks (D--WA, 6WA, 6thth): Congressman ): Congressman 
for Jamestown S’Klallam, Quinault, Lower Elwha, for Jamestown S’Klallam, Quinault, Lower Elwha, 
Makah, Hoh, Quileute TribesMakah, Hoh, Quileute Tribes



Comprehensive Budget RequestComprehensive Budget Request

National Tribal Budget Request: parallel to the National Tribal Budget Request: parallel to the 
President’s budget requestPresident’s budget request
oo Consistent, unified message on tribal budget Consistent, unified message on tribal budget 

prioritiespriorities
oo Distributed in conjunction with NCAI’s annual Distributed in conjunction with NCAI’s annual 

State of Indian NationsState of Indian Nations addressaddress
oo Underscored tribes as governments and the Underscored tribes as governments and the 

success of tribal selfsuccess of tribal self--determinationdetermination



Gunalcheesh! Gunalcheesh! 

Referenced documents, appropriations Referenced documents, appropriations 
analysis, and further information is analysis, and further information is 
available at available at www.ncai.orgwww.ncai.org.  .  
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