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Although there were overall increases in Department of Justice funding for Indians between 1998 and 2003, the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights documents a downward trend. The amount of total funding for Indian programs decreased by 14 percent between 2002 and 2003, and such Office of Tribal Justice Program funding decreased by 43 percent. Budget requests for 2004 furthered that trend. A fifty percent increase in funding for tribal law enforcement is necessary to provide for basic public safety in Indian Country. Tribal Courts should be funded at least $15 million per year which would enable them to continue to operate and enhance their tribal justice facilities. This year the DOJ’s Community policing program known as COPS has expired and has not been renewed by the Bush administration. With the expiration of this program tribal police departments will find it difficult to recruit new police officers and retain and promote those that have assumed duties as tribal police officers under the funding provided by the COPS program. The NCAI supports the funding level under the COPS program as it is a tool that allows tribal governments to support tribal police departments.
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