Legislative Update - January 10, 2001
(Broadcast #321)

Land To Trust Regulations to Be Published - Land Recovery Task Force to Meet - It is NCAI’s understanding that the Department of Interior will be publishing the final regulations on land to trust (25 C.F.R. 151) in the Federal Register within the next week.   These regulations are of critical concern for Indian Country, and the release of these regulations has been much anticipated.  In order to evaluate the new regulations and consider the next steps in their implementation, the NCAI Land Recovery Task Force will have two meetings in Washington, DC during the time of the Presidential Inaugural activities, when many tribal leaders will be present.  

The first meeting will be on January 17, 2001 at 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm at the NCAI offices at 1301 Connecticut Avenue, Suite 200, Washington, DC, and is intended for a detailed review and discussion of the new regulations.  The second meeting will be a briefing session for those tribal leaders who are participating in the NIGA Legislative Summit on January 18 and 19, but will not be available on the 17th.  This meeting will take place at 7:30 am at the Hyatt Regency - Crystal City on January 19th (further details will be announced).   The Land Recovery Task Force will be planning further meetings and activities after the publication of the new regulations.

BIA Releases Temporary Rule on Distribution of IRR Funds - On January 9th, the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) issued a temporary ruling which requires that it distribute 75% of the FY2001 Indian Reservation Roads (IRR) funds to projects that are on or near Indian reservations.  Up to $19.53 million will be reserved to allow federally recognized tribes to apply for $35,000 each to be used towards administrative capacity building and other transportation activities.  The relative need formula will be used to distribute the funds. Applications for administrative capacity building activity funds must be received by March 15, 2001.  The temporary rule became effective on January 9, 2001 and continues through September 30, 2001.  Public comments will not be taken on the initial distribution of the 75% of IRR funds.  However, a 30 day comment period that closes on February 8, 2001 has been provided for the remaining 25% of the IRR funds.  Comments should be submitted to LeRoy Gishi, Chief, Division of Transportation, Office of Trust Responsibilities, BIA, 1849 C Street, NW, MS-4058-MIB, Washington, DC 20240.  The rule can be found in the Federal Register for January 9, 2001, Volume 66, Number 6.  For further information contact LeRoy Gishi at (202) 208-4359, fax at (202) 208-4696 or e-mail leroygishi@bia.gov. 

For more information, contact NCAI at 202-466-7767.
