NCAI Update - April 9, 2001
(Broadcast #344)

Urgent: Write Letters to Secretary of Interior on Land to Trust - NCAI is urging Indian tribes to send letters as soon as possible to Secretary of Interior Gale Norton  regarding her pending decision on the new regulations governing acquisition of land in trust for Indian tribes and individuals.  The new regulations were published on January 16, 2001 (See 66 Fed. Reg. 3452), but do not become effective until April 16, 2001.

Secretary Norton is facing very important decisions about the Department’s policies on trust land recovery.  The Secretary has the authority to allow the new regulations to become effective or to withdraw or modify the regulations.  The Secretary also has a broad range of discretionary authority over trust land acquisition generally, and it is our understanding that state governments may be encouraging the Secretary to sharply limit trust land acquisitions.  This would be a harsh and unwarranted result for Indian Country.

NCAI is urging tribal governments to immediately send letters to the Secretary of Interior on this most critical policy matter.  We are not suggesting a form letter because we believe that the most compelling arguments for taking land into trust come from the histories of land loss and need for land recovery that are unique to each tribe.  We would suggest that a letter may contain the following elements:

1) an introductory paragraph on behalf of the tribe in regard to the Secretary’s “pending decision on the new land to trust regulations”;

2) a brief explanation of the history of the tribe’s loss of land during allotment, termination or other key periods, and how that loss of land affected the welfare, culture and economy of the tribe, along with an explanation of the tribe’s current needs to recover land in trust;

3) a request that the Secretary consult with tribal leadership before making any decisions;

4) an urgent request that the Secretary fulfill the purposes of the Indian Reorganization Act to recover land in trust status as a critical component in revitalizing tribal economic, governmental and cultural life; and,

5) NCAI passed a resolution at the recent Executive Council Winter Session that urges the Secretary to allow the new regulations to become effective, (a copy is attached.)   If your tribe also supports this position, this should also be mentioned in the letter.

Letters should be faxed as soon as possible to the following fax number: 202-208-5048

and addressed to:
The Honorable Gale Norton

U.S. Department of Interior

1849 C Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20240

cc: to Deputy Commissioner for Indian Affairs at 202-208-5320

Please contact NCAI at 202-466-7767 if you have any questions.
