NCAI Land Recovery Task Force Update
(Broadcast # 352 - April 26, 2001)

Notice of Upcoming Meetings - The NCAI Land Recovery Task Force will hold two upcoming meetings to discuss the Department of Interior’s recent decision to postpone the effective date of the new land to trust regulations and seek public comments on whether the new regulations should be amended or withdrawn.  All tribal leaders and representatives are welcome.

Wednesday, May 2nd - 4:00 pm to approx. 6:00 pm at the NCAI offices in Washington, DC at 1301 Connecticut Ave., NW, Suite 200.  The meeting is intended as an opportunity for discussion of the rulemaking procedure and how Task Force comments could be structured.

Monday, May 14th  - 2:30 pm to 4:30 pm at NCAI Midyear Session in Ledyard, CN hosted by the Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Nation.   The purpose of this meeting will be to consider draft comments by the Task Force and to consider possible resolutions on the issue for introduction into the NCAI.  Please contact NCAI or see our website at www.ncai.org if you are interested in more details about the NCAI Midyear Session.

Background - The Department of Interior’s policy on acquiring land in trust status is one of the most critical issues for Indian tribes and the recovery of Indian land. A new final rule on acquisition of land in trust status was published on January 16, 2001 (66 Fed. Reg. 3452) with an effective date of February 15, 2001.  On Inauguration Day, January 20, the incoming Bush Administration issued a memorandum to all agency heads, ordering them to delay the effective date of all pending regulations by 60 days "to ensure that the President's appointees have the opportunity to review any new or pending regulations."  As a result, the BIA extended the effective date of the land to trust regulations until April 16, 2001.  During this time, the NCAI Executive Council passed a resolution supporting the new regulations.

On April 16, 2001, the Department of Interior again extended the effective date of the rule for 120 days (66 Fed. Reg. 19403) and the Department is now seeking public comments on “whether the final rule should be amended in whole or in part or withdrawn in whole or in part.”  Comments will be received for 60 days, and are due on June 15, 2001.  This action is a strong signal that the Bush Administration may consider amending or withdrawing the rule.

NCAI President Susan Masten and members of the NCAI Executive Committee met with Secretary of Interior Gale Norton on April 20, and discussed the land to trust regulations among other issues.   The Secretary indicated that she has an open mind on the regulations, but that she received a very broad range of views from about the regulations during her initial review.   This current comment process is a critical time period for land to trust, and the two upcoming Task Force meetings will be a key time for tribal leader discussion.

For more information, please contact NCAI at 202-466-7767.
