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Background

Hellgate Tr eat yéexc |l u:
d on the Flathead Indian
Reservation unting, fishing, trapping
nd gathering rights throughout their
boriginal territory at all usual and
ccustomed places.

= Beginning in 1904 Reservation was quickly
allotted and homesteaded and the massive
Flathead Indian Irrigation Project was
constructed.
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Irrigated Lands - Private Irrigation and Lands ™
Served by the Flathead Indian Irrigation Project

Irigated lands served by FIIP
Non-Project private irrigation

FlIP Irrigation Reservoirs and Flathead Lake,
excluding Hubbart and Little Bitterroot Lake

Streams/rivers
Reservation Boundary
Irrigated acres include full and partial water supply acres N

and recently active irigated acres
0 5 10 20 Miles A







er Rights Settlement

1tana, and U.S. have negotiated a
1pact and Ordinance.

ater rights on and off the

aservation.

yvides for the unitary administration of
ter rights on the Reservation.

>

e Recently passed MT Legislature, now needs
ratification by Congress and the CSKT.



spects of the Settlement

ribes aboriginal and reserved water
otiation thus avoiding litigation.

regulatory scenario on the
head Reservation where most water originates on
| lands, flows across nonindian lands, then
S to Tribal lands: Unitary management, permits.

firms a use of 1855 Tribal water right for the
Ive Flathead Indian Irrigation Project (FIIP) for the
benefit of Indian and non -Indian irrigators.

- & $55 Million state contribution A irrigation,
Infrastructure, and in -stream flows




Key Aspects (cont.)

onable transition to local management
Inment of federal Endangered
s arising from the FIIP.

ges of water in dry years.

Ish and wil itat across western
, confirming the Tr Instream flows where
 have historically fished and hunted.

s of thousands of acre feet of Hungry Horse
Ir water available for domestic, municipal,

. lal, and industrial uses by non-Indian through
lease from the Tribes for nominal rental rates 0 this
water has been previously unavailable.




