


È In the 1855 Hellgate Treatyéexclusive 
Tribal homeland on the Flathead Indian 
Reservation and hunting, fishing, trapping 
and gathering rights throughout their 
aboriginal territory at all usual and 
accustomed places.   

È Beginning in 1904 Reservation was quickly 
allotted and homesteaded and the massive 
Flathead Indian Irrigation Project was 
constructed.   















È CSKT, Montana, and U.S. have negotiated a 

proposed Compact and Ordinance.  

È Quantifies CSKT water rights on and off the 

Reservation.  

È Provides for the unitary  administration of 

water rights on the Reservation.  

È Recently passed MT Legislature, now needs 

ratification by Congress and the CSKT.  



È Quantifies the Tribes aboriginal and reserved water 
rights through negotiation thus avoiding litigation.   

È Resolves the complex regulatory scenario on the 
Flathead Reservation where most water originates on 
Tribal lands, flows  across non-Indian lands, then 
returns to Tribal lands: Unitary management, permits.  

È Confirms a use of 1855 Tribal water right for the 
massive Flathead Indian Irrigation Project (FIIP) for the 
benefit of Indian and non -Indian irrigators.   

È $55 Million state contribution ñirrigation, 
infrastructure, and in -stream flows 

 



È Provides for reasonable transition to local management 
of the FIIP and attainment of federal Endangered 
Species Act obligations arising from the FIIP.   

È Provides for shared shortages of water in dry years.   

È Protects fish and wildlife habitat across western 
Montana; confirming the Tribal instream flows where 
members have historically fished and hunted.  

È Makes tens of thousands of acre feet of Hungry Horse 
Reservoir water available for domestic, municipal, 
commercial, and industrial uses by non-Indian through 
lease from the Tribes for nominal rental rates ð this 
water has been previously unavailable. 

 


