
 

 

 
Resolution of Tribal Leaders attending the Tribal Interior Budget Council 

meeting in Washington, D.C., May 31, 2012 
 
 

Title: In Support of the Budget Formulation Recommendations in the March 2012 
Bronner Report (Final Report: Examination, Evaluation, and Recommendations for 
Support Functions)  

 
 
WHEREAS, the Tribal/Interior Budget Council (TIBC) was created to provide a forum and 

process, consistent with the Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance 
Act, Section 450 (a)1 and Executive Order 13175 and Department of the 
Interior’s (DOI) Government to Government policy, whereby Tribes and the 
Department work together to develop policy and budgets that provide for 1) the 
DOI to fulfill its Trust responsibilities and Treaty obligations; and 2) the 
fulfillment of Tribes’ inherent sovereign rights of self-determination, self-
governance, and self-sufficiency, as well as securing levels of funding necessary 
to strengthen Tribal governmental capacity to serve their Tribal citizens and 
communities; and 

 
WHEREAS,  the Snyder Act, 25 U.S.C. Section 13, and many other sections of law encodify 

the obligations to American Indians, including the Indian Reorganization Act of 
1934, 25 U.S.C. Sections 450 et seq. and the Self-Determination and Education 
Assistance Act of 1975, and authorize Congress to appropriate funds to fulfill the 
fundamental trust responsibilities of the United States, and such acts do not have 
limitations within them; and  

 
WHEREAS, these certain trust obligations of the United States to the Tribal Nations within its 

boundaries include, but are not limited to, providing health care, education, 
housing, social welfare, law and order, transportation, responsibility for trust 
lands, and many other services; and 

 
WHEREAS,  the fundamental trust, treaty and statutory obligations of the United States to 

American Indians have never been fully fulfilled, and now American Indians 
suffer from great inadequacies and inequities in all aspects of those functions that 
are part of the overall trust, treaty and statutory obligations of the United States to 
American Indians, as has been continuously documented in many studies through 
the years; and 

 
WHEREAS,  in early 2011, senior Department officials concluded that an impartial analysis of 

the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Management (DAS-M) organization was 
necessary to determine the appropriate series of “next steps” for the Indian Affairs 
organization. A team of executives from within Indian Affairs was established to 
oversee the analysis and monitor the performance of the independent contractor, 
Bronner; and 
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WHEREAS, the final report represents Bronner’s recommendations for the Indian Affairs 
Support Services organization. The recommendations contained in the report, as 
requested by the government’s statement of work, are based on a comprehensive 
analysis of peer agency best practices and the adaptability of practices to Indian 
Affairs; and 

 
WHEREAS,  the Tribal leaders of the TIBC have recommended in previous meetings that the 

Indian Affairs budget formulation process should be improved to be more 
responsive to Indian country needs, including increasing transparency and 
providing better information to tribes before TIBC meetings; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Tribal leaders of the TIBC agree with the finding in the Bronner report that 

the Indian Affairs budget formulation is reactive. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tribal leaders attending the May 31, 2012 

Tribal/Interior Budget Council support the following recommendations of the 
Bronner Report to improve the budget formulation process:  
1) create three divisions within the Office of Budget Management: Formulation, 

Performance Management, and Execution; and 
2) collaborate with the Tribal/Interior Budget Council prior to the issuance of the 

budget formulation guidelines to align tribal needs with Indian Affairs budget 
timelines; and 

3) the budget formulation process should acknowledge the value and 
perspectives of career employees; and 

4) develop a process whereby the Office of Budget Management engages earlier 
in the budget formulation process by establishing and disseminating budget 
formulation guidelines, templates, and timelines to programmatic directors 
and the TIBC. 
 

BE IT FINALLY RESOVED, that an effective and proactive budget formulation process for 
Indian Affairs that engages Tribal leaders and produces results is critical to the 
fulfillment of the trust, treaty, and statutory obligations to Indian Country in the 
federal budget. 

 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

This resolution came before the Tribal leader caucus attending the Tribal Interior Budget Council 
in Washington, D.C. on May 31, 2012 and was passed unanimously. 

 
 
 
 

______________________________                    ______________________________ 
Jefferson Keel, Co-Chair    Mark Montano, Co-Chair 
Tribal/Interior Budget Council   Tribal/Interior Budget Council 
 


